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2027 Owner Numbers
The limits, thresholds and rates business owners plan around, 2026 next to 2027, each with its source.

OFFICIAL means published by the agency. FORECAST means a third-party forecast. The IRS had not published 2027 plan limits as of Oct. 22, 2026. We will update this
sheet when it does. The North Carolina 2027 rate below is scheduled, not official.

Owner retirement plans
2026 2027

401(k) employee deferral $24,500 $25,500 FORECAST

Catch-up, age 50+ $8,000 $8,500 FORECAST

Catch-up, ages 60 to 63 $11,250 $11,750 FORECAST

Total annual additions, section 415(c) $72,000 $75,000 FORECAST

Compensation that can count $360,000 $375,000 FORECAST

Defined benefit / cash balance, section 415(b) $290,000 $300,000 FORECAST

Highly compensated employee $160,000 $170,000 FORECAST

Prior-year wages forcing Roth catch-ups $150,000 $155,000 FORECAST

IRA contribution (catch-up, age 50+) $7,500 ($1,100) Not yet released
2026: IRS Notice 2025-67 / IR-2025-111 and the IRS COLA table [1][2]. 2027: Milliman and Marsh final forecasts, Oct. 15, 2026, not IRS figures [3][4].

Payroll, Social Security and health
2026 2027

Social Security wage base $184,500 $192,300 OFFICIAL

Social Security COLA 2.8% 3.6% OFFICIAL

HSA, self-only / family $4,400 / $8,750 $4,500 / $9,000 OFFICIAL

Additional Medicare tax, 0.9% above (single / joint) $200,000 / $250,000 Same (not indexed)
SSA 2027 COLA release, Oct. 14, 2026 [5]. IRS COLA table [2]. HSA: Rev. Proc. 2025-19 and Rev. Proc. 2026-24 [6]. IRS Additional Medicare Tax Q&A [7].

Taxes around a sale
2026 2027

Top ordinary rate, 37%, joint (single) Over $768,700 ($640,600) 2027 brackets not yet released

Long-term gains, 20%, joint (single) Over $613,700 ($545,500) 2027 brackets not yet released

Net investment income tax, 3.8%, joint (single) Over $250,000 ($200,000) Same (not indexed)

North Carolina income tax rate 3.99% 3.49% scheduled

QSBS section 1202 cap, stock issued after July 4, 2025 $15,000,000 per issuer Indexed after 2026; not yet released

Estate and gift basic exclusion $15,000,000 Not yet released

Annual gift exclusion, per recipient $19,000 Not yet released

The 3.49 percent rate for 2027, 2028, and 2029 is scheduled under Senate Bill 257 (Session Law 2026-41) and is subject to a revenue trigger that can reduce the rate
further.
Rev. Proc. 2025-32 / IR-2025-103 [8]. IRS net investment income tax page [9]. North Carolina Session Law 2026-41, Senate Bill 257 [10]. 26 U.S.C. section 1202 as amended July 4,
2025 [11].
Figures are general reference, not advice for your situation. Plan design, reasonable salary, and sale structure are questions for your CPA, attorney, and plan administrator.
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